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PRESS RELEASE: . 
FROM: LEAJER OF THE OPPOSITION (MR. DUNSTAN). 
SUBJECT: RIVER MURRAY COM,J..ION. 
The Leader of the Opposition (Mr. ^unstan) said today that 
an examination of the Minutes of the River Murray Commission, 
April 24, 196$, after the Hall Government took office, contained 
the following statements:-
"In opening the discussion the President referred to the 
decision that would have to be made regarding selection of the 
next dam site for the further development of the River Murray 
water resources, which was both a political and technical 
question. He quoted both major political parties in South 
Australia as having undertaken to proceed with the construction 
of Chowilla, but felt that the Government of South Australia 
should be persuaded that storages at sites other than Chowilla 
could have the same effect and produce the same advantages to 
South Australia. 
"Mr. Horsfall said he hoped to convince Mr. Beaney informally 
at this meeting that an Upper Murray Storage would be the best 
for South Australia and that there should be a breathing 
space for about six months for Mr. Beaney to convince his 
Government; this would fit in with the time requirements for 
feasibility studies by the Snowy Mountains Authority. 
"The President expressed his concern at any further delay in 
making a decision on a site for the next reservoir when 
irrigators were agitating for more storage." 
Mr. Dunstan said that this was long before the Technical 
Committee had completed its report. 
'"'South Australia had agreed to get the report to provide evidenc 
disposing of the two major objections to Chowilla - cost and 
Salinity. 
"It is clear that from April last year at least other 
commissioners, with the SA one, were seeking to direct the 
Technical Committee to provide a report to justify a decision 
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which they said must persuade the SA Government that an 
Upper Murray storage was preferable to Chowilla. 
"They had made the decision before the Technical Committee had 
made its report on the project. 
'"'This gives weight to the statements by Sir Thomas Playford that 
the studies of the Technical Comroittee were ..based on politically 
biased assumptions.'' 
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